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Name: Brandon Lueken 

Nickname(s): None. 

Hometown: Escondido, CA 

 Class Year: 2012 

     SUSDA Position: Communications Chair 

Favorite... 

Song: Ode to Joy is probably the most perfect piece of music written. 

Color: Green     

Food: Sushi     Dessert: Pie. 

Candy: Almond Joy    Animal: The humble flamingo. 

Movie(s): For endless rewatching: Back to the Future. For works of art: 

Lawrence of Arabia. For personal reasons: Eternal Sunshine of the 

Spotless Mind. 

Pizza Toppings: Everything on a supreme. 

Author(s): Neil Gaiman, George R.R. Martin, Neal Stephenson   

Sport:  Both forms of football. 

Place in Seattle: Sunset Hill park, Volunteer Park, the Ballard Locks. 

 

Most embarrassing moment? 

Having a date feel so bad about how awful our date was that she drove 

me home across the city. 

 



 

 

 

Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA. 

Make the blog the go-to place for current goings on about SDA activity. 

How?  1) Develop a stable pool of writers. 

   2) Include more pictures/documentation of events. 

   3) Work with SUSDA E-Board, faculty, and current alumni to 

include more voices on SUSDA blog. 

 

Name 2 pet peeves?   

Being late, and wearing white socks with black pants. 

Hidden talents? 

I can walk with my feet turned over 90 degrees to the side. 

Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

Ideally, in the Northwest. 

What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

I hope the first year students build a strong community based on deep 

relationships, and don’t judge others too readily. I expect that they will 

bring a great deal of energy and enthusiasm.  

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

I hope the continuing students continue to build relationships, especially 

with the first years, remain involved in the program 
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Name: Courtney Stringer 

Nickname(s): C-string  

Hometown: Bellevue/Issaquah, WA  

         Class Year: 2012 

SUSDA Position: Professional Development  

 

Favorite... 

Song: Born This Way, Lady Gaga Color: Pink      

Food: Chinese     Dessert: FroYo 

Candy: Wild Berry Skittles   Animal: Turtle  

Movie: Star Wars    Pizza Toppings: Pepperoni  

Author: J.K. Rowling     Sport: Lacrosse 

Place in Seattle: The waterfront  

Most embarrassing moment? 

I flashed my fourth grade class unintentionally in PE one day.  

Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA. 

1. To engage our alumni and connect them to current SDA students.   

2. To have 100% job placement rate for graduates within the first 

five months of graduation.  

3. To have inclusive professional development programming that 

prepares our graduates for their internships, work and life.   



 

 

Name 2 pet peeves?   

1. When people don’t keep promises  

2. Bad Drivers 

Hidden talents? 

I speak Chinese and Spanish. I play the string bass. I love to travel.  

Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

Working in higher education  

What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

My hope is that all first year students would feel comfortable getting to 

know SU, faculty, and classmates. I also hope that first year students will 

get involved in the SDA program in some way. I expect first year 

students to be respectful, open minded, kind-hearted and enthusiastic 

about the SDA program.  

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

I expect that continuing students will make the most of their time in the 

SDA program and really seek out opportunities to make connections with 

people that will help to further their future in student affairs. I hope that 

continuing students will not be cliquey or gossipy but will be inclusive to 

all people in the program, creating a community built on trust and care.  
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Name: Dustin Grabsch 

Nickname(s): D dot, D, Grabschie 

Hometown: Kingwood, TX 

 Class Year: 2012 

     SUSDA Position: Chair 

 

Favorite... 

Song: If you’re out there – J. Legend Color: Blue, Red, or Black   

Food: Beef Roladin    Dessert: Raspberry Chocolate Chunk 

Candy: Kit-Kat     Animal: Cats 

Movie: V for Vendetta   Pizza Toppings: Not a pizza fan 

Author: Eckhart Tolle    Sport: Eh, something with a ball 

Place in Seattle: Volunteer Park, Kerry Park, the water, or Nicole 

Juliano’s home 

Most embarrassing moment? 

It involved cattle and an electric fence in The Grove, TX 

Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA. 

 Help establish a more solid sense of the purpose of SUSDA during 

the 20th year of the program 

 More collaboration with Graduate Student Council and other grad 

programs 

 Update the SUSDA constitution to better reflect current practices 



Name 2 pet peeves?   

 Not washing hands after using the bathroom. 

 The “yes, but” people 

Hidden talents? 

 Double jointed thumbs 

 Kool-aid man impersonation  

Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

It is a bit fuzzy right now. Ask me again in a few months! 

What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

I have high expectations of first-year students. I really would like them to 

support each other during their transition into graduate school. It requires 

creating the space for open dialogue, vulnerability, and being active in 

the SUSDA and the program. 

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

 My hopes for continuing students are to continue to cultivate and inclusive 

and accessible community. Additionally, to make the first intentional All-

SUSDA retreat a success with your participation and presence.  
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     Name: Ester Sihite   

Hometown: Seattle, WA 

 Class Year: 2012 

     SUSDA Position: Publications Chair   

     (i.e. Magis journal Editor-in-Chief) 

        

 

Favorite... 

Song: High & Dry, Jamie Cullum  Color: Pink and turquoise 

Food: Thai food (pad see ew)  Dessert: Cheesecake 

Candy: Dove milk chocolate    Animal: Huskies & Yellow labs 

Movie: 127 Hours    Pizza Toppings: Hawaiian 

Author: Mary Doria Russell   Sport: Tennis 

Place in Seattle: Husky stadium during football games 

Most embarrassing moment? 

Actually, I have never embarrassed myself in the history of all time. :-P 

Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA. 

 Facilitate the production of a quality journal (Magis) that expands 
thinking and explores current issues and promising practices 

 Get to know fellow E-team members and fellow SDA students 

 Reach out to fellow graduate students at Seattle U and to SDA 
alumni to be a part of the Magis Journal 

 

 



 

 

Name 2 pet peeves?   

 When people do not give their attention to someone when he or she 
is talking 

 When people don't know how to drive (or disregard others on the 
road).  

Hidden talents? 

 I can make noises that resemble those of a chipmunk. 

 I can generally throw a really good spiral with a football. 
Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

 Academic Advising at a four-year liberal arts institution 

 Pursuing a doctorate in Psychology or related field 

 We shall see! :) 
What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

 That they could build community with other students (first year and 
continuing) during their experience at SU 

 That they would gain discernment over their vocational calling and 
skills 

 That they would develop connections with faculty at SU and also 
begin to network outside of SU 

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

 That they would gain discernment over their vocational calling and 
skills 

 That they would continue to find support and guidance from SDA 
faculty and the greater SU community 

 That they could help first-year students in their adjustment to 
graduate school and the program 

 After graduating, that they would give back to SU and/or the 
Seattle community 
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Name: Kelly Russell 

Nickname(s): Krussell, Kells, Kelbot, Terry 

Hometown: Middletown, MD 

 Class Year: 2012 

     SUSDA Position: Magis Co-Editor 

Favorite... 

Song:West Coast by Coconut Records Color: most forms of blue  

Food: Maryland Crabs   Dessert: Ice Cream 

Candy: M&Ms     Animal: Orca Whale 

Movie: Away We Go Pizza Toppings: spinach and 

goat cheese 

Author: Jane Austen    Sport: to watch: football; to play: 

       soccer or ultimate frisbee 

Place in Seattle: Greenlake 

Most embarrassing moment? 

I’ve tripped on public streets and spilled things on myself too many times 

to recall any specific moments. 

Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA. 

-Build a community of contributors and editors through Magis 

-Have Magis represent as many voices as possible, both in and outside of 

our program 

-Work to bring more alumni into the Magis publication 

 



 

 

Name 2 pet peeves?   

-Passive aggressive driving 
-Loud conversations in quiet places 
 
Hidden talents?  

I can moonwalk and make alphabet pancakes…not simultaneously 

Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

-The East and West coasts are currently up for grabs 
-Working as an academic or study abroad advisor 
 
What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

-That they work to build a strong community among one another, as well 

as with the continuing students 

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

Continue to deepen the community among one another that we’ve 

already built; that those who graduate at the end of the year all find 

jobs. 
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Name: Nathan Fanning  

Nickname(s): Fanning; Fan-man 

Hometown: Spokane, Washington 

 Class Year: 2012 

     SUSDA Position: Community Relations Chair 

Favorite... 

Song: Grace is Gone, DMB   Color: Black and Gold (Go Vandals!)  

Food: Grilled Pineapple   Dessert: Ice Cream  

Candy: Krackel Bar    Animal: Golden Retriever 

Movie: Dumb and Dumber   Pizza Toppings: Jalapeno 

Author: Jon Krakauer    Sport: Tennis  

Place in Seattle: Flying Apron, Fremont 

Most embarrassing moment? 

My most embarrassing moment would have to be when I lost my glasses 

and couldn’t find my contacts. Without them, I can only focus on objects 

that are 6 inches from my face. This moment was only made worse by the 

friends around me, who I could not see. They wouldn’t help me find either 

my glasses or contacts. I had to get very close to people to see who they 

were, and ask them for help. On my own, and after two hours of 

searching, I found my glasses and headed to a Stats exam which I was 

late for. Having to explain what happened to the professor was pretty 

embarrassing as well.  

Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA. 

 



During the year, I want to make everyone feel welcome within SUSDA by 

creating a safe and fun environment. Rather than making SUSDA about 

the E-Team, we are set up to listen to and attend to the needs, wants, 

and desires of the entire community. My main goal is to create 

opportunities for each SUSDA member to engage with the community 

outside of the education realm.   

Name 2 pet peeves?   

One would have to be unproductive meetings and gatherings. A second 

pet peeve would be talking or texting on the phone while driving.  

Hidden talents? 

I can wiggle my ears. 

Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

After earning my degree, I hope to stay in the greater Northwest region. 

Northern Idaho, Oregon, Montana and Washington are my top choices. I 

hope to find work in Campus Recreation or working as an academic 

assistant for student athletes.  

What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

For first year students, I hope that they are able to find a strong 

community of friends with each other and with continuing students. This 

has helped me and many others in the transition into graduate education. 

I expect our incoming students to be heavily involved in their studies as 

well as within the SUSDA community.  

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

For continuing students, I expect them to challenge themselves, first year 

students, and the E-Team. I challenge these seasoned members of SUSDA 

to keep everyone around them focused and involved within the 

community. It is my hope that our continuing students will support each 

other as many will continue on to the next stage of their life.   
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Name:  Sarah Thomson 

Nickname(s): Sas 

Hometown: Auckland, New Zealand 

 Class Year: 2012 

     SUSDA Position: Networking 

Favorite... 

Song: You Are Here by the Wailin Jennys Color: Blue    

Food: Goat cheese     Dessert: Tiramisu 

Candy: Swedish fish     Animal: Penguin 

Movie: The English Patient    Pizza Toppings: Greek veggie 

Author: Ann Patchett     Sport: Storm basketball 

Place in Seattle: The Eastlake P Patch 

Most embarrassing moment?  In middle school hitting a field hockey ball 

through the local pub window during business hours 

Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA.  

 An annual event connecting SDA alumni with SDA students 

 Opportunities for SDA students to engage together in social justice 
issues in our SU Bailey Gatzert neighborhood, alongside other 
students, faculty, staff and non profit partners. 

 Greater intentionality of care and support among SDA students 

Name 2 pet peeves?   
Meetings that are poorly facilitated 
Clutter 

Hidden talents? 

 



I’m a semi decent hula hooper 
I play the guitar 
I’m a pretty meticulous house cleaner (people pay me to do this!) 

Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

I’d like to stay in the Seattle-Tacoma area and work in a faith-based 

setting with students.  I love Jesuit and Lutheran higher ed so would love 

to find work in the company of these good people.  I am happy when I’m 

supporting students in vocational discernment and advising, as well as 

working with students in leadership development and community 

engagement.   

What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

Come on the SDA retreat!  Take some risks!  Get out of your comfort 

zone. Be as present and engaged as possible to the privilege of being in 

grad school. Lean in to opportunities and be open to being stretched and 

challenged. Stand up in your gifts and strengths and be mindful of your 

areas of growth. Create a network of support both personally and 

professionally. Be kind and honest with your classmates, as this lays the 

groundwork for effective, creative work where all voices are heard and 

respected.   Commit to an ethic of care and collaboration within the SDA 

community.  Come to SUSDA meetings and get involved on committees.  

Throw the SDA grads a fabulous party next June.   

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

Support SUSDA as you are able.  Come on the SUSDA retreat!  Reach 

out to new students as best you can.  Be kind to your classmates and take 

time to listen to one another’s experiences.  Don’t get so busy that you 

lose your capacity to be present to those around you.  Be a mentor.  

Don’t wait until the end of quarter evaluations to give constructive 

feedback in areas/classes that need your input to be more effective.  

Finish strong! 



MEET YOUR SUSDA E-TEAM 2011-2012 

 

 

Name: Stephanie Weiskopf 

Nickname(s): Weizy, Dubs 

Hometown: Scottsdale, AZ 

 Class Year: 2012 

     SUSDA Position: Vice Chair 

 

 

 

Favorite... 

Song: Sinner Man, Nina Simone  Color: Purple     

Food: Chips & Salsa    Dessert: Froyo 

Candy: Sour Patch Kids   Animal: Dogs 

Movie: Green Street Hooligans  Pizza Toppings: Jalapenos 

Author: Elizabeth Gilbert   Sport: Cheer/Dance 

Place in Seattle: 15th Street in Capitol Hill 

Most embarrassing moment? 

That’s hard to say because I really enjoy laughing at myself so I don’t 

tend to get embarrassed too often. However, I can think of a couple 

moments that would require a little more explanation than a 

questionnaire allows. Ask me some time and I’d be happy to elaborate. 

 

 



Describe 3 future goals in SUSDA. 

 Putting on a great retreat 

 More alumni events 

 Making SUSDA happenings more accessible to all students 

Name 2 pet peeves?   

1. Slow walkers, no thanks.  
2. I don’t like receiving “k” texts.  

Hidden talents? 

I’m really good with names and I can eat jalapenos at any time of day. 

Never too early for a little spice.  

Where do you see yourself after your degree? 

Wow has my answer to this question changed in the past year and, I’m 

sure, will continue to change over the next year. At this point, I can safely 

say that I see myself at a values-based institution working in a 

fraternity/sorority life office, student engagement office (new student, 

sophomore, transfer, commuter, etc.), or student activities office.  

What are your hopes and expectations of first year students? 

I hope that new students participate in SUSDA programs and attend the 

fall retreat.   

What are your hopes and expectations of continuing students? 

I hope that continuing students continue to be involved in SUSDA 

happenings and are excited to serve as mentors for new students.  

For both, 

I really hope that SUSDA can provide community and support for new 

and continuing students and is a place for both to be heard in regards to 

ideas and suggestions to strengthen the legacy we leave as SDA 

students.  


